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FOREWORD 

..  ....  ..  .. 

This  publication  was  prepared  Under  contract 
by  the  UNITED  STATES  JOINT  PUBLICATIONS  RE¬ 
SEARCH  SERVICE,  a  federal  government  organi¬ 
zation  established  to  service  the  translation 
and  research  needs  of  the  various  government 


departments 


CSO:  1409-S 
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ROBBER  INDUSTRY  OP  CAMBODIA  ; 


. T^oliowing.  if  tfae  translation  of .  k,  contiftueii  article  by  '  •  • ,  • 

.  A,:,(Wiard:.viti_RC|liiies  flamfepdgiknitei,  Phnom  Pkbhy  2$,  22^*  • 

and’  29  Julyj  .5#  12,  i9i  Am27Auguktj  and  2  Sepiteiaber  1960^7 

1.  Introduction  (15  July  I960)  ?  rr  ^  • 

....  .  Cambodia  possesses  still  unknown  tourist  attractions e  Until  now  the 
emphasis  has  rather  naturally  been  placed  on  the  incontestable  interest  in 
the  monuments  of  Angkor  and  on  scone  bathing  and  health  resorts  such  as  Kep 
and  Bokor* The,,  possibilities  of  hunting  for  big  game  liave  equally  bean 
pointed  out.  But  has  anyone  thought  of  tourist  trips  through  the  immense 
rubber  forests  and,  under  certain  authorized  conditions,  -the’  organization 
of  group  /visits  to  some  of  the  more  important  latex  transformation  plants, 
chief  source  of  the  nation's  wealth?  ^ 

Such  excursions  would  offer  incontestable  interest  to  numerous  local 
and  foreign  tourists  who  are  not  acquainted  with  the  impressive  charm  of 
millions  of  rubber  trees  planted  in  uniform  arrangement*  these  artificial 
forests,  offer  glimpses  of  endless  alleys  and  magnificent  vaults  of  verdure 
for  tens  of  ..kilometers.  Moreover  it  is  necessary  to  have  contemplated 
these  unique  panoramas  from  the  height  of  an  airplane  to  conceive  of  and 
understand  all  the  difficulties  tfiich  the  rubber  pioneers  had  to  overcome 
some  thirty  years  ago  to  create  and  maintain  from  that  time  an  agricultural 
and  iadustrial  organization  truly  worthy  of  great  praise, 

From  other. places,  the  various  rubber  plantations  of  Cambodia  receive 
numerous  and  continual  visits  of  Cambodian  and  foreign  technicians,  journa¬ 
lists,  and  even  of  those  who  are. simply  curious.  We; should  mention5 here 
that  all  these  visitors  receive  from  the  people  in  charge  of  these  companies, 
in  spite  of  their  many  occupations  and  cares,  the  most  affable  greeting  one 
could  desire.  t  „;.  (i ■  .  V-  -v 

In :  the  course  of  these  last  ten  years  the  rubber  production  of 
Cambodia,  has  more  than  doubled,  passing  from-  I5,kl9  tons  in  1951  to  27,766 
tons  in  1955,  33,295  tops  in.  1958,  and  3k,l5k  tons  in  1959.  •  ' 

And  on  their  part,  exports  have  followed  the  same  progression,  as 
is' shown  by: the  following  figures t  i.  <v  • 


Volume  (tons)  Value  (1,000  riels)  %  of  Total  Exports 


19#  22,2# 

1#6  29,813 

1957  3ii,79Jv 

1958  37,359 

1959  38,2914 


627,000 

1*5 

% 

5U9,000 

1*3 

% 

573,000 

32 

% 

615,000 

33 

% 

790,000 

38 

% 

let  us  note  hffe  that  the  pubbet*  produced,  in  Catnbodia,  like  that 
produced  in  S'ohth  Vietdaolij  i|  partichiarly  sbught  in  l«prld  markets  due  to 
its  properties',  its  purity*  and  ltd  presentation,  whi&h  bbnfdrms  to  inter** 
national ; standards ‘ :,t  ■:  V>  y'-; 

Hot  only  does  the  rubber  industry  of  Cambodia  procure  through  its 
experts  impOrthht  Cash  income  and,  more  particularly,  of  hard  currency, 
it  also  Contributes  a  not  negligible  portion  to  the  formation  of  the  nat¬ 
ional  Budget,  Since,  abcording  to  certain  official  figures,  the  amount  of 
taxes  contributed'  by  the  various  rubber  companies  situated  in  Cambodia 
reached^  in  1957  for  ekau^le,  jthe  respectable  sum  of  126,1458,000  riels; 

-  Ind  this  figure  does  not  include  the  tax  withholdings ifrCm  the  salaries 
and  bonuSes  paid  to  the  thousands  of  employees  and ’workmen  of  the  planta- 
;;  tions,  \:bop6«CKr.*o^’^r£^t«t3ac^a»eiera  several  million  riels,  each  year. 

There  is  space1  also  to  emphasize  the  sustained  rate  of  the  increases 
♦  of  area  planted-  in  rubber  during  these  last  few  years,  . the  important  expense 
of  which  is  entirely  paid  by  the  various  companies  according  to  a  well- 
determined  program  of  self-finance.  .  '  ■ 

The  rate'  of  increase  and  renewal  has  noticeably  increased  since  1958, 
;  >  following  the  wish  that  it  would  expressed  by  Hie  Royal  Highness  the  Prince 

Norodom  SihanoUk,  Chief  of  State .  The  present  programs  involve  some  13,500 
,  hectares  of  expansion  !Chd  Some;  8,6000  hectares  of;  renewal,  which  are  spaced 
,  through  a  period  of  time  extending  from  I960  to  1967/8.  Let  us  add  that 
at  the  instigation  of  Monsieur  Son  Sann,  Governor  of  the  National  Bank  of 
‘  Cambodia,  several  meetings  have  taken  place  since  1959  in  the  view  of 
studying  the  possibilities  and  the  means  necessary  for  a  more  rapid  and 
stiil  greater  abcpnpHshmerit  of  the  extension  programs, 

-  '■[  r  The  prime  interest  which  rubber  cultivation  presents  Cambodia  is 

multiplied,’  so  to‘  speak,  by  the  importance  of  all  its  ramifications  .finding 
expression  in  multiple  activities  touching  nearly  all  the  domains  of  the 
nations  economy*  the  working  classes,  the  processing  industry,  transporta¬ 
tion,  communications,  sawmills,  commerce,  insurance,  etc. 

In  order  to  appreciate  properly  the  breadth  of  this  sector  of  the 
fiambodian  econony  there  iS  no  simpler -way  than  to  present  the  principal 
figures  explaining  the  functioning,  organization,  and  activities  of  the 
Various  rubber  plantations  now  in  full  production  throughout  Cambodia, 

This  presentation  is  made  for  our  readers  with;  no  plan  of  priority,  nation¬ 
ality,  and  still  less  of  publicity,  but  only  in  the  order  dictated  by  the 
information  gathered  progressively  by  visiting  the  oonpanies. 

Next  week  we  will  start  the  series  of  articles  with  the  Soclete  des 
Plantations  Reunies  de  MLmot* 


■  -2' 


The  Societe  des  Plantations  Reunies  de  Minot 


(Mikot  Association  of 


Combined  Plantations)  was  formed  on  6  January  1927,  chiefly  through  the 
contribution  of  capital  by  the  Compagnie  des  Messageries  PLuviales.  Its 
capital  was  then  1,600,000  piastres  I*C.,  composed  of  160,000  shares  with 
.  a  face  value  of  10.  I.C.  dollars*  After  several  modification^,  the  capital 
of  the  company  has'  been  conposed,  since  17  August  1959*  of  67,110  shares 
with  a  face  value  of  7*000  Francs  Djibouti,  or  1a69,770*000  I*.  Dji  • 

<1  Fr.  Dji*  “  .023  N.F*  *  0.2j  riels)  4  . 

Company  headquarters  are  at  Djibouti <  The  president  o£  the  adminis¬ 
tration  council  is  Monsieur  QaSton  Buefi.  X  '  c-  ' 

The  address  is  Gambodge  Mimot,  province  of  Konponjg  Cham.  The  General 
Director  of  Plantations  since  1  January  1952  has  been  Mohsieur  Henri  Say* 
Monsieur  Say  now  being! on  leave  of  absence,  hid '  essistA^^'^Mp^eur  '  Etienne 
*.  Pellegrin  received  us  with  the  greatest  amiabilityj  let  tis  add  that  In  spite 
of  his  youth  this  person  has  spent  twenty  years  on  the  MLmdt  plantations. 

And^  : to  facilitate  its  operations,  the  company  has  an  agency  at 
Phnom  Penh,  1  Phlauv  Neary  Khlahan.  v  :  '*$&■  :•  :v;  >r  V-' 

The  Societe  des  .Plantations  Reunies  de  Mimot  brings  together  four 
former  concessions,:  first.  Plantations  Prekchlong  (29-9-1928)  j  second. 
Plantations  Kantroy(19-3-1930)j  third.  Plantations  Mmot  (21-1-1929) }  and 
fourth.  Plantations  Chalang  (20-1-1931)  •  u  /' 

;  The  totality  of  these  plantations  comprises  a  suirface  arba.  of 
9,334  hectares,  with  a  mascimum  of  8,900  hectares  recognized  as  suitable  for 
the  cultivation  of  heveas  trees.  On  31  December  1959  the  surface  area 
planted  in  rubber  amounted  to  6,585  hectares  in  full  production.  Thus, 
the  rubber  trees  from  0-7  years  old  (the  expansions  of  1953-1959)  take  up 
a  surface  area  of  1,395  hectares,  or  about  21$  of  the  total  planted  sur¬ 


face  area,  *  Moreover..  570  hectares  are  planted  with  heveas  trees  16-20  years 
old  c(1933-19li4)  and  4,620  hectares  in  heveas  trees  more  than  20  years  old 
(previous  to  1939) • 

• The  quality  of  heveas  trees  planted  on  the  various  concessions  Of 
the  Mimot  Company  is  excellent  since  the  production  averaged  reached  1,510 
kilp'.s  per  hectare  in  1959  -r  the  best  average  yearly  production  for  an 
entire  plantation,  not  only  in  Cambodia,  but  also  in  the  entire  world.  It 


should  be  pointed  out  that  a  yearly  production  of  2,200  kilos  per  hectare 
was  obtained  the  same  year  ’frcsa  an  area  of  100  hectares,;,  arid  that  50$  of 
the  planted  area  in  fuli  production  has  a  production  surpassing  1,800  kilos 
per  hectare,  while  only  2^$  has  a  production  of  lessthah  1,000  kilos.  . 
These  figures  are  the  best  evidence  of  the  constant  care,  taken  in  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  the  Mimot  Plantations,  a  state  of  affairs  which  one  finds  else¬ 
where,  as  we  shall  see,  on  the  majority  of ' heveas  plantations  of  Cambodia* 

:  ..Thus,  the  gross  rubber  production  of  the  Mimot  Company  has  increased 

from  3,209  tons  in  1950  to  6,729  tohs  in  1955,  and  7,600  tons  in  1959* 
Estimates  for  this  year  are  7,850  tons,  » 


;  The  Company  ceaselessly  follows  a  program  of,  expansion,  the  cost  of 
which  bears  entirely  by  itself;  this  program  involved  500  hectares  this  year 


(instead  of  1*50  of  the  previous  year)  and  will  inyblve„ >n|miniuih  areas  of 
k$0  hectares  iihtil  196U,  the  date  at  which  the  expansion  will  be  stopped 
.by. -the  very  limits  of  the  concessions  possible  for  hevSas  cultivation* 

-The ;;  expansion  'program .  inVOlvfes .  an  area  of .  approximately  2, 310'  hectares  * 
Elsewhere }  ;and  to  maintain  the  production  at  the  M^est  level  possible, 
ut he  Company  will  irndeitake^  starting  in  1962,  a  program  of  renewal  On 
about  2$Q-  hectares  ia  year*  ..  •  S  "-vT ' lai  -V***1  ■?'•-  *'  '  ':- 

-:-.r . ;  "-The  execution  of  thepe  -workS  permits  one  to  fbresee  an  e^^sion 
of  production  for  example,  ought  to  reach  12,6000  tons  for  8,900 

hectares  .planted}'  and  approximately  8,700  hectares  in  full  production* 

».:•  '■■i-  iLet  >us  add  that  on  31  December ji955,  the  MihOt  botany  '^iS  culti¬ 
vating,  'in^- addition ?,ei^at  hectares  Of  pSpper  and  three  -  mlCtarSS  bf  coffee  j 
li'j'i  the  latter  ejected  to  be  in  production  in  1961*  In  1959}  Mimot  harvested 
.  -1*2  tons,  of  =Cotton  seed} ' ;  i  v--" 

wi  But -it  ;<Joes  hot  suffice  singly  to  cultivate  the  heyCas  trees  and 

.  jj  gather,  latefc  from’lSidM*,  It  is  stiH  necessary  to  transfoAf  the  latter  into 
.products  accepted  'oh,  world  markets  by  the  ultimate  users;  and,  for  this 
purpose,  it  is  necessary  to  run  one  or  more  transformation-plants.  The 
Minot  Ooitpany-poSsesses  on  the  Mimot  concession  itself  'factory  with  as 
annual  treating  capacity  of  10,000  tons  of  latex*  It" produces  smoked  sheets, 
sole  crepe  rubber}  ordinary  Crepe  rubber,  and  centrifuged  liquid  latex*’- 
?  In  .1959  the  production  Could be  'broken'  down  as  followss  Iji5h2  tons  of,  r" 

•  smoked  sheets,  312  tonS'  of  sole  crepe  rubber, '2,315  tonS’of  ordinary  crepe 
rubber, 'and  3jhl0  tons  (dry)  of  centrifuged  latex.  To  thCse  tonnages  there 

v--.  remains  to  be  .  added  7,h^8  kilos  of  "mix-roaster,"  that  ii’to  say  rubber  to 
which  is  added '  a  slighC  percentage’  of  clay  or  red  earthy  which,  for  the  ", 
manufacture  Of  certain  'articles,  provides  wear  resistance  a  little  greater 
.than  that  provided’ by  natural  non-mixed  rubber.  i  •  "  •  -v  r:  -  <- _ 

••  :  The  Clearing  'of ,  new ‘ground,  and  the  upkeep-  of  the  bultiVatedarea'e, 

r,  the  proper  functioning  of  the  factory,  i the  cont ruction  of  storehouses  and 
,  shops  and  numerous  lodgings  for  employees  and  workers  necessitate  a  complex 
of  means  the  importance  and  high  cost  of  which  is  often  unappreciated  by 
the  general  -public*  -  •  v  ■;  ‘  >:-r\  ix  .•  •••'*•••?*  _  _  t. 

-V  The  electric  energy  on  .the  Company’s  plantations  is  furnished  by  a 
central  .  diesel  with'  a  power  of  734  'KtyA,  as  well  as  by  a  central  steam 
:  engine  (in  reserve) '  with  &  power  of  1*78  EWA.  The  distribution  of  -  water  i,s 
provided  by  -three  Laype  wells,  each  with  a  production  of  120-130  cubic  ’ 
meters  per  -hour*  «  Ihe'^jtelf  thus  furnished  is  potable,  \diich  permits  supply- 
ing  not.  only  the  transformation  plant,  but  also  of  the  various  plantation 
villages.  ••  -j;  V;.:' yhr'h:-;.. 

-j  r;.  :-  The  motor  vehicle  fleet  ,  is  important.  It  is  necessary,  in  effect, 

•  to  assure  the  transport  of  the  latex  from  the  production  centers,  thS 

•  transport  of  the'  workers  from  the  villages  to  work  stations,  and  lastly 
;  the  transport'  of  the  finished  products  from  the  plant  to  Tonle;  Bet,  the 

point  of  embarkation  on  the  Mekong, .  situated,  some  130  kilometers  from  '* .  , 
Mimot.  In  order' to  maintain  these,  services, ‘  the  Companyposaesses'  75  trucks 
from  throb  to  five  tons,  nine  trailers,  and,  four  deldvery  Vans.  For  ths 
•a  ■  transportation  of  persoMlfel, .  35  li^rb  vehicles  are  In  'service «  In  addition 


to  a  light  airplane,’the  Company  possesses  a  suitable  landing  strip  in 
excellent  condition*  To  these  cleans  of  transport  are  added  numerous  ma¬ 
chines  neceSsafy  to  clear  the  land  and  construct'  the  motorable  roads  and 
..  individual  pdths  which'  criss-cross  the  plantation  for  a  length  of  several 
hundreds-  of  kilometers.  Thus,  we  have  been  able  to  count  rapidly  and  with** 
out  error  1?  semi-tow  trucks,  one  Uriimog  Daimler-Benz  (four-wheel  drive, 
cross  country;),  hine  tracked  agricultural  machjjies,  ten  tired  agricultural 
machines,  two  s t e aii-roller s  ($-1$  ton) ,  one  crushing  roller,’  one  mechanical 
/leveler,  one  Latii'iractor  for  trsakdown  ser'/iiie,  etc. 

J  As  is  obvicnUs,  the’  maintenance  of  this  vehicle  fleet  necessitates 
the  functioning  of  seVeralshopp  and  this  disposition  of  an  important  stock 
of t- replaceable  and  pneumatic  parts i  On  the  Company*  S  plantations  x*e  were 
able  to  see  one  forge  and  iron-works  shop, , one  mechanical  repair  shop,  one 
electrical  repair  shop,  one  shop  for  repairs  of  •tracked  -machines,'  one  car¬ 
penter  shop,  and  one  service  station* 

To  opera te  all  the  activities  of  the  c  ompany  satisfactorily,  the 
Mmot  Plantations  maintains  a  fixed  labor  force  of  i+,000  persons,  a  figure 
-Which  reaches!  more  ;than  5,000  during  certain  times  of  the  year.  With  thei® 

'  families,  thislaborf  orce  comprises  a  population  of  approximately  10,000 
people  living  on  the  plantations.  Cambodians  make"  of  the  total 

labor  fo  reef,  Vietnamese  and  other  Asiatics  2kc8$%,  and  Europeans,  number¬ 
ing  26,0,6$% 4  ;  •  . ;  v  ■’V'v'  v  . . 

’The  socialworks  maintained  on  the  plantations  by  ’  the  Company  nec¬ 
essitate  the  expenditure  of  more  than  500,000  riels  a'  year. 

For the.;  Health  Division  there  is  a  126-bed  hospital  and  13  infirm¬ 
aries,  all  run  by  orie/European  doctor,  one  assistant ,  European  nodical 
supervisor,  26  indigenous  male  and  female  nurses,  and  two  midwives.  Exam¬ 
inations  and  pharmaceutical  products  are  free.  The  inhabitants  of  all  the 
’'villages  within  a  radious  of  20  kilometers  of  Minot  profit' equally  from 
the  medical  service/  thus,  for  the  single  month  of  last  March,  there  were 
as  many  as  720  examinations  given  free  to  these  working  outside  tte  plan¬ 
tations  .  v\'  -  ■ 

For  the  Educational  Division,  in  addition  to  two  -schools  Where  a 
group  of  20  boarders  is  preparing  all  the  way  to  the  certificate  of  ■' 
..studies,  one  can  count  13  schools  (one  per  village),  all  run  by  21  teachers. 

The  mmot  Conpany  places  at  the  disposition  of  its  supervisory  per¬ 
sonnel  a  swimming  pool,  a  private  club,  and  a  movie  theatre*  In  prepara¬ 
tion  is  a  portable  Cinema  for  the  villages.  >  In  each  village  is  a  football 
field,,  the  sport  providing  numerous  competitions  between  the  various  plan¬ 
tations.  1  :v  '  ;  ■  ;  '-  '.‘i! 

The  supervisory  personnel  have  an  Assistance  Fund  organized  by  the 
'  .  Company.  -And  finally,  on  'Sunday  and  general,  holidays,  all  villagers  can 
be  transported  free  by  truck  from "their  villages  to  the  city  of  Mimot, 

;  their  return  transportation  assured. ;  •  S  .  -  ., 

The  food  supply  of  the  10,000  inhabitants  of  the  Company  equally 
constitutes  a  problem*  For  this  purpose  the  Company  maintains  the  rearing 
of  cows  (279  heads),  sheep,  rabbits,  pigeons,  and  fowl.-  Eachmonth  the 
company  also  produces  about  3,700  liters  df  milk/  Almost  all  given  to  the 


■■“"-5- 


hospital;  1,000  'kilos-  of  butter;  arid  lastly,  gardens  with  a- pearly;  harvest 
of  between  180-200  tons  of  vegetables,  , 

¥e  mst  not  end  this  discussion  of  the  S oc iete  ties  Plantations 
. Reunis s  de  Mirtdt  without ^mentioning  the  Scientific  Division',  At  the  center 
there  >  are  two  labdrhtorie  s  with '  modem  equipment  *  first,  a'  diagnbAtic- 
physiologic  laboratory  (production  control)  having  atits  head"  an'  j^itdnerit 
Cambodian  chemist,’" Monsieur  Mey-Thol;  and  second,  aresearch  andmAnii- 
facture  control  laboratory,  directed  by  a  European chbiiiiat;.'  '  '  ■ 

The  picture  we  have  just  tried  to  paint,  however,  should  not  make 
one  forget  the1 numerous'  problems  Whidhj  the  supervisors 'of  these  enterprises 
have  to  resolve  each  day  to  carry  .oqttheir  work  smoothly.  Moreover,  these 
problems  are  just  about  the  same  f m  all  the  heveas  plantations ;  we  will' 
cite  them  in  the  Conclusion  at . the  end  of  the  various  studies,  on  heveas 
cultivation  in  Cambodia,  ■  '  <:.v-  •> 

3*  La  Spclete  fthmbre  de  Plantations  ;d<Heveas  (S.K.P.H.)  (29  July  I960) 

•-Vi-  The-Sbciete  Khmere  de  Plantations  d’Reveas  (S.K«R*li*),of  Cartbodidn 
nationality,  was  formed  in  July  1959;  however,  it  has  functioned  in  prac¬ 
tice  since  the  beginning  of  the  same  year#  'r'v' /r' 

The  registered  capital  of  the  Company  is  20,000ydbd  riels  repre¬ 
sented  by  20,000  shares  with  a  face  value  of  1,000  riels,  This  capital 
was-raised  by '^a  payment  in  cash  of  9,500,000  riels  on  the'part  of  the 
Cambodian  government  and  payment  in  kind  by' the  government  to  the  Company 
of  lands  and  concessions  Valued  at  2,500,000  riels,  the  government’s 
share  thus  representing  60%  of  the  Company’s  total  capital,  or  12,000 
shares  of  1,000  riels. '  The  rest  of  the  capital,  8,000,'00b  riels,  was 
.raised  by  the  cash  payment  by  the  Membersi  of  the  Association  of  Rubber.  ' 
Planters  of  Cambodia  (Membres  de  l’Association  des  Planteurs  du  Caoutchouc 
du  Cambodge)  of  3,000,000  riels  and  by  their  payment  in  kind  (material, 
contruction,  395  hectares  of  rubber  trees,  etc.)  of  5,000,000  riels,  or.  a 
total  of  8,000  shares  at  a  face  value  of  1,000  riels,  or  a  total  of  8,000 
shares  at  a  face  value  of  1,000  riels..  Let  us  add  that  for  some  months 
the  government  has  pladed  at  the  disposition  of  the  public  a  part  bf  the  ": 
shares  of  which  it-is  holder,  their  acquisition  being  reserved  howeVer  for 
people  of  Cambodian  n&tibnality.  ’ 

The  headquarters  of  the  Company  is  fixed  at  Phnom  Penh  —  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Agriculture. ’  The  President  of  the  Administrative  Council  is 
Monsieur  th#  Director  bf  the  Offices  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture.  .  . 

The  general  direction  of  the  plantation  has  been  entrusted  to' 
Monsieur  Thach  Chan,  of -Cambodian  nationality. 

The  concession  titles  of  the  Company  ate  on  the  point  of  being  def¬ 
initely  established  by  the  authorities;  they  must  include  in  principle  all 
the  former  lands  of  the  experimental  station  of  Tapao,province  Of  Konpong- 
Chami  which  was  until  1959  run  by  l’Asdbciatibh  des  Planteurs  de  Caoutchouc 
du  Cambodge  (Association  of  Rubber  Planters  of  Cambodia)  —  and.includb  in 
addition  certain  neighboring  lands  representing  a  total  surface  area  of 
6,000  hectares  all  in  one  block 0  ■■ ‘--r'.-'r  ■  -V- 


On  31  December  1959  the  area  planted  in  heveas  wag  as.  hi#  as.365 
hectares# of ^.fl^c^^SO^-bpdtaras  were  in  full  production.  The  ayerage  •  agt,-/ 
of  the  planted  rubber-trees  is  yotmgi  220  hectares  are.  covered  with  trees 
7-lT  yeaira  oM^r,;^d/l§$ [  hectares  wj.th  trees  0-7  years  old,,..,--  -< 

•  p^icplar '  aitention  having  been  given  to  the  , choice  of  heveas 

trees. planted  on  this, ehqperimental  terrain#  the  production  results; are,.-- . 
excellent}  ini  1$*$,  aif^verige  production  of  1#U51  kilos  per' •hectare  was .  v 
'  -  Obtained;,  anid  on  one' -small  plot  of  land  2,600  kilos  was  obtained*  produc¬ 
tion  which  very  nearly  approaches  the  never- equalled  world  record  ,Of  2,650 
kilos  obtained  by  the  Compagnie  du  Csmbodge.  (Company  of  Cambodia),  .in :  1959 
on  -  a'  sut&ieg  &&  tre.dhdil  distwafr  in  the  next  - article* 

:It  is  thus  theit  the  rdfebi?#  ^ddu^tion  of  S.K.P.8*#  which  was;  only 
101  tbhs  in  I952V  reached  .  259  tons  in  1955#  330  tons  in 
in  lj?55V The  estimated!  actual  production  for  I960  is  326  tons#  but  this 
will  probably  he  surpassed*  For  its  first  financial  ygair#;  the  Gonpapy,  then# 
has  been  able  to  present  a  positive  balance  sheet,  which  has  permitted  the 
payment  pf  a.  gross,  divident  of  50  riels  per  share .  ,  '  .  r  , 

The  General  Director  of  the  plantation  has  just  prepared  an  inpor- 
taat  program  of  expansion  for  the  next  years*  This  plan#-;  which  is  now 
under  study  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  works  in  steps  tk^bil  1969# 
for  the  present  ye au,  ths,  expansion  will  involve  125  hectares,!  hhen  250 
•hed€are8.ijn;l^#'':’^..i4X).;hdetares  each  year  during  the  period  4963-1969# 
that  istosaya  .total,  of  about  3,500  hectares.  It  is  estimated  that  one 
will  be  able,  to  obtain  a  production  of  about  500  tons  of  rubber  in  1969  and 
of  580  t'pns  in  1970*  Equally  foreseen  in  1961  is  the  cultivation  of  cotton 
on  an  area. of  25  hectares*  .,  ■. 

1  -  However,  the  achievement  of  this  program  will  require  great  efforts# 
-for  the  problems  which  it  poses  are  numerous,  and  must.be  solved  rapidly*. 

In  the  first  place,  the  expansion  program  should  receive,,. as  soon  as 
possible,  author itation  f or-  execution  in  stages,  and  the  ,  guidance  of  the 
.department of  Agriculture  in  connection  with  the  Five-Tear,  Plan.  Moreover# 
it  is  indispensable  fdr  the  company  to  have  at  its  disposal  sufficient  •••',> 
material  means*  Until  now  everything  has  been  done  by  hand  and,  as  it  can 
•  easily  be  conceived,  if  in  having  at  its  disposal  from  the  beginning,  a 
property  already  producing  yield,  this  system  can  permit  a. relatively,  low  ; 
cost  price*  But  it  isno  longer  practicable  when  it  is  a  question  of  - 
thinking  on  a  large  scale'  and  of  preparing  for  the  future#  that  is  to  say 
of  having  a  fixed  an<i  sufficient  labor  force,  necessary  lodgings,  adequate 
means  of  transport,  and  of  creating,,  in  a  word,,  a  veritable  plantation  with 
all  its  industrial  ramifications*  . 

A  problem  of  prime  importance  poses  itself  at  Tapao,  as  elsewhere  •; 
in  other  red-earth  areas,  and  that. is  the  problem  of  water  distribution*  ; 

At  this  time  4.  he  plantation  is  provided  only  by  a.  shallow  well  whose  dis¬ 
charge  perMts  Water  .distribution  betvreen  May  and  November  only,  the  well 
being  dry  the  reft  -.of  the  year0  .  In  his  yearly  repojrt,  the  General  Director 
did  not  omit  enphasizing  the  .urgency  of  this  problem  which  affects  the  en¬ 
tire  expansion  program  of  the  Companyj  it  is  necessary, that  a  decision  be 
made  to  authorize  the  sinking  and  outfitting  of  Layne  wells  to  a  depth  of 
sixty  meters  or  more* 


Only  now’ at  its  Very  beginnings,  the  Plantation  of  Tapao  —  tAiich, 
one  must  remember,  until  1959  was  Only  an  experimental  station  —  does  not 
possess  a  transformation  factory*  All  the  latex  gathered,  is  transported 
and  sold  to  theCompdjghie  duOambodge  to  be  treated  there*  A  payn^nts 
agreement  ha’s  teen 'amicably  arranged  which  is  relatively-  simple  and  seems 
temporarily  satiefactpry  to  the  two  companies:  the  prices  paifi , ape  calcu¬ 
lated  ori  the  average  oif  the  delivery  months*  world  market  prices  .of .  RSS 
No. : One  for  latex  sold  of  first  quality,  and  those . of  brown  crape  No,  Four 
for  tlia  inferior  qualities j  equally  taken  into  consideration  is  the  means 
evolution  of  the  current  pri^pi  df " EFAO  currencies  j  afti  lastly,. on  the 
•  prices  thus  established;  ,a  dedudtion  of  four  riels  per  kilo  is.  retained  by 
the  fconpagnie  qu'Gambodge  to  cover  factory,  and  handling' charges. 

.However i  if  'this  system  is  satisfa'ctory  for  the  tinjp  vheing,  its 
coritirruarice  will  Soon  become  impossible  by  reason  of  the.;  growth  of  the 
production  qf’thS  SiK.P.H*  ahdi  still  more  important *  of  the  Compagnie  du 
Cambbdge  /  Whbse  factory * a  treating  capacity,  at  Chup  Will  not  even  be  suf¬ 
ficient  in  a  few  years  to  treat  its  own  production  and  that,  of  Tapao,  in 
spite  of  all.,  the 1  good  wishes  of  those  in  charge,  It  is.  certain,  therefore, 
that  ib  is  itt  the  interest  of  the  S.K.P.H.  to  have  its  own^transformation 
factory  as  ‘soon  as  possible)  the  money  spent  for  the  latex*s  factory  . ;  . 
charges  represents'  a  dead  loss  while  the  release  of  funds  sufficient  for 
’the  construction  of  a  factory  with  a  capacity  of  ten  tons,  a  day,  at  least 
at  the  beginning,  would  represent  a  productive  investment  for  the  Company* 

'•  However,  the  achievement  of  this  objective  can1  be  undertaken  only  when 
'the  Tapao  plantation  has  a  sufficient  water  supply,  tftioh  constitutes, 
as  we  have  already  pointed  out,  the  most  important  problem  to  solve*; 

-  At  this  time,  'the  SiK.P.H.  has  an  old.  diesel  generator  (9HP)  and 
■a  new  diesel  generator  (12KWA)  which  allow  the  lighting  of  the  offices  armi 
lodgings  of  the  Tapao  center*  - 

The  motor-vehicle  fleet  is  one  of  the  most  limited:  two  trucks  being 
repaired,  one  truck  bought  second-hand,  one  delivery  van  (1  ton),  and  five 
light  vehicles,  of  which  two  are  jeeps.  No  mechanical  agricultural  machin¬ 
ery,  no  tractor)  all  ground  clearing  and  maintenance  are  done  by  hand, 
except,  wpen  the  Conpagnie  du  Cambodge  kindly  and  for,  short  periods  op '.bune 
puts  Some  machines  at  the  disposal  of  the  Company!.  The  latter  does  not  / 
possess  an  airplane  for  rapid  business  connections,  but  the  center  does 
have  a  landing"  field  which,  seen  from  an  airplane  •  is  not  vei*y-  encouraging 
for  flying  novices,  for  if  the  foundation  is  excellent,  the  rank  weeds, 
grow  lushly  there  to  the  delight  of  some  cows  which  graze  there  in  aJJ. . 
tranquility.  However,  a  little  hedge-hopping  to  frighten  them,  and.  the 
landing  is  executed  very  easily.  A  mechanical  reaper  loaned  by  the  Chup 
Plantation  will  soon  permit  the  Hearing  of  trails,  as  well  as  a  football 
field,  well-situated  close  to  the  Center* 

£  i The  S.K.P.H.  possessed,  and  embryo  mechanical-repair  shop  and  carpen- 
Y  ter  shop  for  the  maintenance  ahd  minor  repairs  of  motor  vehicles.  The 
telephone  is  riot  yet  installed,  and  no  radio  sending-receiving  station  , 
assures  communications  with  the  exterior.  In  case  of  Emergency  it  is  nec¬ 
essary  to  go  to  Chupi'sorte  30  kilometers  from  Tapao, ,  ... 
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filsewhere. the  management  of  the  plantation  devotes  all' its  atten¬ 
tion  to  soc ial  work,  and  the  expenditures  for  this  purpose  are7' more  than 
200,000  riels  per  year*  *  \  ,  .v 

Medical  attention  is  given  at  no  charge  in  an  infirmary  by  a  male 
military  ni^se  and  ai midwife*  Those  who  are  serious!^  ill  a£e  transported 
.to  and  cared  for.  at  .the  hospital  at  Chup.  ^ 

i * ; Eighty  pupilo  attend  the  school,  the  course  of  study  being  admin- 
ins  tered  by  two  Vietnamese  teachers  who  will  soon  be  Seconded  by  the  Gam-* 
bodiati  teachers  placed , at  the  disposal  of  the  Company  by  the  Department 
of  National  Educaiitafc  Ofce  Company  bontributes  t6  all  religious'"  celebra¬ 
tions,  and  .accords  s-dbstantihl  suppoH  to  all  sport  activities  (("'And  all 
the  personnel  participate  in  a  retirement  fund  organized  by  the  Company* 

%he  present  labor  force  includes  200  persons,  which  20  con¬ 
stitute;  mp^rvisory.  personnel^  the  rest  being  composed,  of  tappers  and 
workers; no European  is  employed  by  the  plantation*  .  Withthe  members  of 
.their,  families,  this  work,  force  represents  about  560i:peopie  'living  on  the 
plantation,  "It^  should  be  added  that  an  important  program  'of:  lodging  con- 
streeWon  is  in' the.  process  of  achievement*  The obstruction  of  h9  wood 
houses  a!hdl2  thatch  houses  on  pilings  is. planned* 

it  is  necessary  to  recognize  that  with  the  Company* s;  present  re¬ 
sources,'  the  results  obtained  after  the  first  year  of  irianagement  are  excel¬ 
lent.  A  suitable  office  has  taken  the  place  Of  the  Old  laboratory;  inside, 
and  on  the  walls,  are  excellent  descriptive  inventorieS  ’imaintained  up  to 
date;  which  permit  one  within  a  few  minutes,  to  take  account' of  the  favor¬ 
able  evolution  :of  this  Company* s  activities.  Monsieur  "Thach-Chan,  General 
director, ..places  confidence  in  the  future  of  his  plantation;'  but  the  great 
activity  which  he  deploys  has  need  of  being  daily  seconded  by  the  Admin- 
istrative 'Council  of  the  Company;  in  this  purpose,  and  if  we  may  permit  o 
ourselves  a ‘suggestion,  the  Council  ought  to  designate  I  delegated  adrnrLn- 
.  istrator  with  full  powers 0  The  latter,  in  accord  with  a  technical  hoax’d, 
the  activities  and  r^sp<aisibilities  of  which  would  be' general]^  defined, 
would  thus  be  able  to  make  all  the  decisions  necessary  to  permit  a  more 
rapid  development  ,of  the  plantation.  “■ 

YWO  To  end,  this  study,  we  will  point  out  the  excellent  collaboration 
which  exists  between  the  direction  of  the  plantation  and' the  ’Supervisors 
of  the  Chup. plantation,  aa  well  as  with  the  Cambodian  institute  of  Rubber 
Research  (Ins tit ut  de  Recherche  du  Caoutchouc  du  Camibodge)  •  This  organ¬ 
ization  is  now  very  closely  supervising  the  works  of  a  campaign  of  stimu¬ 
lation  and  a  campaign  of  fertilization  undertaken  with  the  direction  of 
Monsieur  Thach-Chan.  V  ;:f '  '• -J.t  ' 

It.  'La  Compagnie  du  Cambridge  (5  August-1960) 

.  ,The  Compagnie  du  Camibodge  (Cambodia  Company)  was  formed  on  lit  DScem- 

ber  1922  by  .  the  financial  groups  Hallet-Rivaud.  Headquarters  are  at  Paris, 
13  rue  -NotheAljame .  des  Victoires.  The  address  iix'Cambodia  is  Chup,  province 
:  of  J[oipong-0ha^. ;  ■  The  Company  has  an  agency  at  Phnom-Penh  at  13  Phlauv 
Yukahthor;  this  agency.is  directed  by  Monsieur' Pierre  Mazier. 
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The:,  registered  capital  of  the  Company  after  various  modifications, 
the  most  recent .of /Which  occurred  this  year,  is  composed  of  444,000  shares 
with  a  face  value  of  60  MF,  that  is  to  say  26,640*000  new  francs,,  .;i. 

?  • ,  :■  The  President  of  the  Administrative  Cbuhcil  is  the  Count:  Of  Beaumont, 
■  ,  • : ;  -  In  addition  to  its  activities  in  Cambodia,  the  Cambodia  Company 
possesses  in  the  Malay  Archipelago  a  heveas  plantation  with  an  area  Of  a 
■little  more  thsua  y?, pOO  hectares,  of  which  1,578  hectares  are  in  production* 

’  It  retains:  elsewhere  several  holdings  in  other  companies  in  foreign  coun¬ 
tries,,  notably  in  Oubangui,  Cameroon  < oil  works),  in  Morocco  (citrus 
fruits).,  in.  Kenya  (coffee ) ,  and  more  recently  in  Canada  (market-gardening 
and  stock  fanning).,.,  •  ,  f  /•'  ,f  y.  - :  -y";; .•••■:'■ 

v  Since  1957,:  the  general  diJ%ction  of  the  plantations  of  the  Compagnie 
du  Carabodge  has  been  conferred  to  Monsieur  Gerard  DesSertenns.  It  is  thanks 
to  his  well-known  amiability,  as  well  as  to  that  of'  his;  assistant,  Monsleur 
Henri  Rosei  that;.we  have  been  able  to  gather  the  following:  inf  ormation  oil 
the  important  activities  of  this  company. 

•  ,  i  ;;.i  ..In  Cani>odia|:.the  company  obtained  three  concessions*  first,  the 
plahtation  of  .Ghup^-  with  in  area  of  18,0i3  hectares*,  Second,  the  planta¬ 
tion  of  Peamcheang  with  an  area  of  4*966  hectare sj  and  third,  the  planta¬ 
tion  of  Krek*  with  an  area  of  3,675  hectares,  that  is  .to  say  a  total  of 
26,664  hectares.  . 

On  1  January; i960,  the  total  surface  area  planted- in  heveas  was- 
18,673  hectares,  of  which  11,976  hectares  were  on  the  Plantation  of  Chop, 
3,995  on  the  Plantation  of  Peamcheang,  and  2,702  hectares  on  that  of  Krek, 
The  area  in  production,  of  the.  three  plantations  is  15*745  hectares* 

The  average  age  of : the  planted  heveas  is  relatively  young,  thanks, 
to  a  campaign  of  renewal  now  involving  4,000  hectares  of  the  10,000  hectares 
planted  during  the  period. from  1923-1930,  The  expansions  (1953-1959) . in¬ 
cluding  hevea  trees  0-7'  years  old  involve  2,928  hectares,  or  15,6$  drf  the 
total  planted  surface  area;  9,745  hectares  represent  .trees  7-30  years  old, 
apd  6,000  hectares  of  trees  more  than  30  years. old.  In  summation,  one 
can  say  that  41#  of  -  the  total  surface,  area  planted  is  covered  with  heseas 
less  than  20  years  old,  *,  •  0/ 

It  should  be  added  that  the  management  has  reserved  an  area  of 
3*370  hectares  for  the  important  work  of  experimentation,  of  which  the 
results  are  known . world-wide •  Moreover*  5  hectares  are  planted  with 
pepper,  producing  some  10  tons  a  year.  And  lastly,  the  company  has  pro¬ 
duced  138  :tons  of  cotton  seed  in  1959. 

•  The  mean  production  of  rubber  per  hectare  of  the  total  of  the  three 
plantations  was  1,092  kilos  in  1955*  It  is  interesting  to  mention  the 
exceptional  production  of  2,650  kilos  per  hectare  obtained  in  1959  on  an 
area  of  50  hectares,  which  constitutes  a  world  record  never  equalled* 
moreover,  in  the  same  year,  a  production  of  more  than  2,000  kilos  was 
-•.  obtained  on  800  hectares,  and  a  production  exceeding  2,300  kilos  per  hectare 
f. on  385  hectares*  Even  the  person  least  interested  in  the  production  of 
v •  heveas  can  appreciate  the  excellent  results  thus  obtained,  and  which  finds 
expression  for  the, company  in  a  constantly  progressing  rubber  production. 
This  production  has  passed  from  8,285  tons,  in,  1950,  to  12,279  terns 
in  1 955,  to  16,051  tons  in  1958,  and  to  17,195  tons  in  1959,  that  is  to  say 
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50*3J>#  of  G,amiiedia  !s  total  production.  Estimates  for  £he  ye^r  I960;  are 
18,200  tons  .  ■  '  ■  .V  '  r 

..  Through  self-financing ,  the  Cambodia  Company  follows  a  Ipng  program 
of .,  expansion  and  renewal  as  we  have  already  seen®  This  program  now  in¬ 
volves  1,000  hectares  a  years  At  the  epd  of  I960,  the> total,  planted  area 
Will  reach  19,500' hectares,,.  However,  the  limit  of  the  areas  on  which 
..  heveas  can  be  grown  being  22,000  hectares,  the  program  of  expansion  will 
sfind  itself  stopped^  in  some  years5  and  only  the  program  of  renewal  will 
be  able  to  be  continued*  unless  between  now  and  then  t»he  alteratioh  of  some 
4,000  hectares  of  concession  not  .suitable  for  the  cultivation  of  heveas 
intervenes,  whichwould  permit  the  anticipation  of  An  expansion:  of  present 
programs.., .  ••  ...  •.  ..•  ...* 

, '  At,  any  rate,. the  work  carried  on  by  the . company  ought  to  permit 

reaching  a  rubber  production  estimated  at  20,000  tens  ;5jal965>.at  23,000 
in  1970,  and  more  than  30,000  tons  in  1975,  that  is  to  say,  an  augmentation 
of  more  than  69$  compared  to  last  year $  .  ;i:  • 

These  facts  already  permits  one  to  form  a  fairly  accurate  idea  of 
the  importance  of;  the  material,  financial,  and  labor  means  necessary  for 
the.  smooth  operation  of  this  vast  enterprise 0  Not  only,  does  the  Compagnie 
du  Cambodge  naturally  transform  its  latex  into  products  destined  for  export, 
but  it  also  has  equally  undertaken  the  manufacture  of  ' several  rubber  arti¬ 
cles, 

. The  eorapanypossesses  three  transformation  factories,  one  on  each 
of  the  ..  three  plantations  j  their  total  capacity  of  treatment  being  100  tons 
.  a  day, ,  of  which  85:  tons  are  for  the  single  factory  att-.Ojfrup^  ■  plants 
produce  smoked  sheets,  sole  crepe,  ordinary  crepe,  and  centrifuged  liquid 
latex.  -  The  1959  production  is  broken  down  as  follows:  6, 765  tons  on  smoked 
sheets,  351  tons  of  sole  crepes,  l+,752  tons  of  ordinary  crepe,  and  5,327 
tons  (d^y)  of  centrifuged  latex#  .jj\ .j ■' 

2:..  Moreover,  during  the  same  year  the  company  manufactured  38.  tons  of 
sponge  rubber,  cushions,  mattresses,  seats  for  scopters,  balloons,  and  ‘ 
other  diverse  articles;  at  present  it  is  undergoing. an  expansion  ©f  its 
sponge  factory,  whose  production  is  entirely  sold  inside  Cambodia.  -In 
anticipation  of  the  augmentation  of  this  production,  new  avenues  for  trade 
in  foreign  countries  are  under  study.  *  -V; 

The  distribution  of  electric  energy,  which  reached  500,000  KWH  in 
1959,  is  assured  by  a  modern  power-house  with  a  capacity  of  2,533  KWA,  which 
represents  about  22$  of  the  electric  energy  possessed  by  Cambodia  for  the 
entire  country  before  1959.  , 

Four  Layne  wells  permit  a  water  supply  amounting  to  nearly  2,000,000 
cubic  meters  in  1959;  merely  for  th§  operation  of  the  factories,  a  discharge 
of  5,000. cubic  meters  a  day  is  indiepensible.  The  water  thus  distributed 
is  periodically -.analyzed.  It  is  potable,  and  its  consumption  by  the  in¬ 
habitants  necessitates  no  supply  of  chemical  products  for  its  purification* 
As  .it  stands,  the-  problem  of  transportation :.is.  important.  There 
are  on.  the  three  plantations  of  the  Company.,  80,  kilpmeters  of  asphalt  road, 
and  980  kilometers  of:  wide  trails  accessible  by  mo^or  vehicles  in  all  sea¬ 
sons,  The  motor  vehicle  fleet  includes,  among  others,  120  trucks  which 


have  covered  2*300*000  kilometers  in  1908*  for  example, *62  passenger  vehi- 
cles,  and  2  light  airplanes*  The  company  possesses  two  airstrips  in  excel** 
lent  condition:  rone  ."of  1,000  meters  at  Chup  and  another  Of  ls200  meters  at 
Krek*  -y. -v>  -  :  v  -  ...  ■  •  V- 

j  ;r:  V  It;  is  impossible  in  a  study  this  short  to  enumerate  by  type  arid 
capacity  all  .-.the  .mechanical  machines  which  the  company  possesses  to  c arty 
on  agricultural  work, -the  construction  and  maintenance  of  roads,  the  con¬ 
struction  of  buildings  and  lodgings,  etc i  We  shall  be  content  to  cite  in 
•v  the  aggregate!  30  catepiller  tractors,  16  tired  tractors,  and  90  mechanical 
agricultural  machines,  and  diverse  fiP*.  \  "-t;;  •'•'• 

The  upkeep  of  all  this  materiii  necessitates  the  maintenance  of  a 
great  stock  of  replaceable  parts  Aliji  Spate  tires  the  value  of  which  is  -:: 
estimated  to  be  several  million  riels*  in  addition,  the  company  now  posses¬ 
ses  five  complete  workshops:  ironworks,  mechanical  repairs*  adjustments j 
electric . work,  and  carpenter  shop*  •  "Thus  it  assures  itself  of  the  manufac¬ 
ture  Of  its  latex  tfrums  and  diverse" 'truck'  bodies,  •  ‘ 

The  Scientific  Department  has  hot  . been  neglected*.  A  control  and 
teseatCh  laboratory furnished  with. all  the  instruments  and  apparatus  nec- 
,c.SSsary  is  installed  .On  the  Peamcheang  Plantation!  the  works  are  directed  by 
.-two  chemists.*'  one '.of  Cambodian  nationality.  Monsieur  Mehg  Tep  Mongkoul,  the 
•  other  of  Prenoh  nationality*  •/ 

The  work  foroe  used  by  the  Company  consists  of  approximately  9,060- 
10,000  employees:  and  workers,  depending  upon  the  season!  ;,  71$  of  the  per¬ 
sonnel  are  of  Cambodian  nationality ;  20.60^  of . Vietnamese  and  other  Asiatic 
nationalities!  the  rest,  that  is  to  say  0:60$  /alt/  is  comprised  by  kk  • 
•Europeans *  The  total  of  this  labor  force,  including,  the  members  of  fami- 
I  clies,-  represents  -ft  population  of  30,000  people  living  in  private  houses  on 
the  three  plantations.}  the  importance  of  the  salaries  of  this  personnel  can 
be  evaluated  by  the  fact  that  in  1909,  for  example,  the  total  taxes  paid 
as  withholding  tax  on  Valeries  and  bonuses  amounted  to  3,276,000  riels  in 
round  figures.  ,  ... 

Very  particular  efforts  :  are  made  by  the  management  to  supply  the 
personnel  and  their  families  with  suitable  lodgings!  more  than  300  wooden 
-houses  were  constructed  in  1909 •  For  some  months,  and  at  the  very  demand , 
of  those  with  an  interest  in  the  situation,  preference  has  -been  given  to  : 

?. hew  wooden  houses  raised  on  cement  pilings  and  with  tile  roofs* 

'  -  In  the  domain  of  health,  the  hospital  of  Chup  and  the  two  infirma- ' 

ries  of  Peamcheang  and.Kerk  include  360  beds*  Free  medical  care  is  assured 
by  two  French  doctors,  23  male  and  female  nurses,  end  six  midwives.  Sani¬ 
tary  eondistions  as  elsewhere  on  all  the  other  plantations  visited,  are 
: excellent!  malaria  has  completely  disappeared,  the  mortality  rate  is  one 
of  the  most  reduced,  a  nd  the -number  of  births  grows  from  year  to  year*  ■ 

*  :  r  In  the  realm  of  education,  1,800  ptpils  attend  several  schools,  the 
*  •  courses  of  instruction  being  administered  by  bO  teachers*  ?■  -- 

The  supervisory  personnel  have,  the’  use  of  a  swimming  pool  and  a 
private  club,  where  movies  are  regularly  shown.  An  important  piece  of 
-land  has  Just  been  reserved  for  the  construction  of  a  second  club  and 
second  swimming  pool; intended  for  all  personnel;.  Let  us  add  that  football 


.  r  *’t\  , 
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fields  are  installed  in  each  village „ 

All  personnel  participate  in  a  Belief  Fund  organized  by  the  company; 
the  latter  has  also  created  a  savings  bank,  but  in  spite  of  the  advantages 
which  it  offers  to  the  personnel,  they  axe  little  inclined  towards  econ- 
ony$  and  use  it  only  rarely  or  for  short  periods  of  time «  ■/. 

Everyone  —  including  those  whose  nates  ate  enscribed  in  the  gold 
company  book  reserved  for  distinguished  visitors  —  feho  has  had  the  occa¬ 
sion  to  spend  some  days  or  hours  on  the  Cihup  plantation,  notably,  and  to 
visit  its  industrial  center,  are  all  unanimous  in  acknowledging  the  beauty 
and  excellent  conditions  of  maintenance  of  this  immense,  agricultural  do- 
maine,  The  General  Directed},  Mbneieur  Desseitenne,  justly-  proud’  of.  the 
enterprise  which  he  competently  directs,  spares  not  a  moment  from  being 
at  the  disposition  of  his  guests,  and  that  in  spite  of  his  numbrous  duties. 
{En  effect,  apart  from  his  very  position  and  apart  from  the  fact  that  he 
equally  serves  the  Presidency  of  the  Association  des  Plant eurs  du  Caoutchouc 
du  Cambodge  (Association  of  Cambodian  Rubber  Planters),  he  is  continually 
called  upon  to  bring,  at  the  request  of  Cambodian  authorities,  and  nota¬ 
bly  of  the  Planning  Department,  his  benevolent  cooperation  to  bear  on  all 
new  agricultural  undertakings,  whether  it  be  at  Ratanakiri,  at  Kas  Khong, 
at  Kompong-Som,  or  else  where  s0  The  compagnie  du  Cambodge  in  this  way 
closely  collaborates  with  the  development  of  the  plantation  of  lapao,  as 
we  have  already  pointed  out  in  a  previous  article;  it  furnishes  the  first 
surveying  stakes  to.  grounds  still  not  well-known,  it  carries  its  technical 
aid  everywhere  it  is  needed,  it  furnishes  the  bookkeeping  for  the  new 
plantation  at  Pailin,  it  retains  the, funds  necessary  fpr  the  smooth  opera¬ 
tion  of  the  ihstitut  de  Recherches  du  Caoutchouc  du  Cambodge  .(institute  of 
Rubber  Research  of  Cambodia),  etca  :T 

We  wish  to  end  this  list  of  the  complimentary  activities  of  the 
Coirpagnie  du  Cambodge,  certainly  rather  incomplete,  for  we  do  not  wish  to 
tax  the  modesty  of  all  its  employees,  but  only  to  emphasise  with  a  few 
strokes  their  devotion  to  a  cause  in  which  they  have  faiths  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  Cambodian  economy, 

5,  La  Societe  des  Plantations  de  Kratie  (12  August  I960) 

The  Societe  des  Plantations  de  Kratie  (Kratie  Plantation  Association) 
was  formed  on  10  June  1927;  the  principal  founders  were  the  Societe  de 
Gredit  Foncier  Colonial  (the  Colonial  Land  Bank  Society),  the  Societe 
Financiere  Electriaue  (The  Financial  Electric  Company),  &id  the  firm  Thalman 
&  Co0  Cambodia  is  now  closely  connected  with  the  control  of  the  business. 
After  various  modifications,  the  registered  capital  is  conposed 
today  of  1*1,392  stock  shares  with  a  face  Value  of  1,835  Djibouti  francs, 
that  is  to  say  12U,1?6,000  Fr«  Dj0  (1  Fr*  Dj»  -  0*23  riels) <, 

The  president  of  the  Administrative  Council  is  now  Her  Royal  High¬ 
ness  the  Princess  Ping  Peang  Xukanthoro 

The  address  of  the  Company  in  Cambodia  is  Snoul,  province  of  Kratie* 
To  facilitate  its  operations,  the  Company  has  an  agency  situated  at  Phnom 
Penh,  1  Phlauv  Heary  Khlahan,  directed  by  Monsieur  Francois  Stiot* 


The  General  Director  of  the  plantations  ie  Monsieur  'Robert  Gervaie, 
who  has  held  this  post  since  1953* 

The  totalared  of  the  poncessibn  accorded  in  1927  is  4*284  hectares, 
of  which  about  500  hectares  are .  unsuiied  for  ilie  cultivation  of  heveas. 

On  31  December  1959*  the  area  planted  with  heveas  amounted  to  3,295 
hectares  in  production*  To  this  should  be  added  20  hectares  of  coffee  . 
uhlhh  im,  be  in  production  in  1963.  ; 

The  average  age  of  heveas  planted  HH  thi  Plantation  of  Kratie  is' 
relatively  highi;2,660  hectares  (192^1^31)#  that  is  ih  iiy  80^  of  the 
total  planted  afeai  art  covered  with,  heveas  29  years  old  or  older;  272 
hectares  (1938*4939  and  |9hh)|  that  is  to  sty  7*56*' ^present  heVehs  7*20 
years  old#  and  263  hectares,  that  iS  to  say  12*50#  (expansiiulh  if  1553- 
1959)  are  planted  with  heveas  0-7  years  Old# 

The  quality  of.  the  planted  heveas,  and  the  good  upkeep  of  the  tapping 
surfaces,  in  spite  of.  the  relative  old  age  of  the  trees,  permit  particu¬ 
larly  high  production  obtained  on  some  areas  of  lands  2,hh3  kilos  on  5 
hectares  in  1959  and  2,693  kilos  on  5  hectares  in  1958#  figures  which 
demonstrate  the  excellent  results. 

The  total  rubber  production  of  the  Kratie  Plantations,  which  was  1 
only  877  tons  in  1950,  amounted  to  2,977  tons  in  1955*  3,595  tons  in  1958, 
and  3,508  tons  in  1959#  Estimates  for  the  year  in  progress  are  on  the 
order  of  3,600  tons* 

The  company* s  expansion  program  in  the  course  of  these  last  years 
has  been  reduced  by  the  very  fact  of  the  limitation  of  the  area  of  the  . 
concession.  Following  a  modification  of  the  limitation  in  the  apportion¬ 
ment  of  the  capital,  the  company  took  the  character  of  a  Franc o-Oambodian 
enterprise  at  the  beginning  of  this  year,  and  has  been  able,  because  of 
this  fact,  to  obtain  a  new  concession  which  will  permit  the  undertaking  of 
an  inportanfc  expansion  program. 

This  program  is  to  be  carried  forth  on  l,ii55  hectares  and  will  be. 
staged  from  I960  to  1965,  the  date  at  which  the  expansion  works  will  once 
again  be  stopped  by  concession  limits;  prospecting  must  be  undertaken 
rapidly  to  find  new  terrains  suitable  for  the  cultivation  of  heveas  and  ... 
situated  as  near  as  possible  to  the  present  center  of  the  plantations. 

In  order  to  maintain  the  present  level  of  production,  on  one  hand  a  pro¬ 
gram  of  more  widely-spaced  tapping  will  be  undertaken,  and  on  the  other 
hand  works  of  renewal  from  the  year  1964  which  will  be  able  to  be  carried 
on  over  an  area  of  about  200  hectares  a  year*  The  ensemble  of  these  works 
will  even  permit  considerable  augmentation  of  production,  and  one  can  fore¬ 
see  a  minimum  of  4,000  tone  before  1970*  ’  i; 

The  Compagnie  des  Plantations  de  Kratie  treats  the  gathered  rubber 
in  a  factory  with  a  yearly  production  capacity  of  4,500  tons.  It  produces 
smoked  sheets  and  crepes;  in  1959  the  production  amounted  to  2,5Ul  tons  of 
smoked  sheets,  and  967  tons  of  crepes.  v 

1  . *  The  Company  has  an  electric  generator  with  a  power  of  450  KWA,  On 

the  other  hand,  it  must  surmount  enormous  difficulties  for  its  water  supply, 
which  comes  from  shallow  wells  with  insufficient  flow.  The  water  Is 
colored  light  red,  which  handicaps  the  correct  treatment  of  the  latex  ip/'  ; 
the  factory.  Research  work  is  now  in  progress  in  view  of  drilling  and 
equipping  Layne  wells,  * 


The  transport  of  the  rubber  from  the  interior  of  the  plantation  and 
from  the  •warehouses  to  Tonle  Bet ,  point  of  embarkation  situated;  on  the  - 
Mekong  some  160  kilometers  from  Should  is  carried  out  with  a  fleet  of  29 
trucksv  -  Eiiiplcyee  transportation.  is  taken  care  of  with,  <iKl  light  vehicles. 
Moreover^  five  caterplller  tractors  permit  clearing  and  maintenance  itotfk. 

And,  since  this  year,  the  company  possesses  h  light  4-place  Cessna  airplane, 
which  permits  rapid  liaison  with  the  agency  at  Phnom  Penh  end  the  other 
plantations.  The  private  landing  Strip  at  the  plantation  is  in  excellent 
condition.  ■  ?/.■  ”...  :f,v-  • 

The  problem  oftranijpp^tihg  rubber  to  Tonle  Beils  difficult  by 
reason,  first,  of  the  dist^ihe ; knd  kebOhdly _  because  the  poor  condition 

of  ti»‘:lwadv  'jl£  ;^>;,i»ate;fwhich  go  up  the  Mekong  as  far  as  Prek  Kak  to 
take  On  tlks  rubber  of  the  Mekong  Company  could  go  up  Kratie  without 
difficulty  Which  would  necessitate  the  dredging  of  certain  passages  — 
a  substantial  improvement  in  the  transportation  conditions  would  thus  be 
obtained,  the  distance  from  Snoul  to  Kratie  being  only  $0  kilometers  in¬ 
stead  of  the  160  taken  to  reach  Tonle  Bet.  '  >\  ■ 

The  maintenance  of  the  motor  pool  is  assured  by  one  iron-works  and 
: one  mechanioal  repair  shop.  A  saw-mill  and  carpenter  fiihop  is- also  in¬ 
stalled  ‘  at  the  plantation  center.  '■ 

On  1  dune  i960,  the  work  force  included  2,313  persons,  -"which  repre¬ 
sented  (with  their  families)  a  population  of  U,J>00  people  living  on  the 
plantation.  Cambodians  compose  8k .31$  of  the  labor  force,' -Vietnamese  and 
other  Asiatics  15  .61$.  The  rest,  or  0.65$,  is  comprised  of  15  Europeans. 

Free  medical  care  is  provided  by  weekly  visits  of  a,  European  doctor 
and  the  fortnightly  Visits  of  a  Cambodian  Health  Officer.  There  is  a  60- 
bed  hospital  on  the- plantation,  the  direction  of  which  is  entrusted  to  a 
European  assistant  medical  chief.  Mere  than  200  pupils  attend  the  plan¬ 
tation's  five  schools,  run  by  seven  teachers.  ;  :  >  • 

Sporting  grounds -are  installed  in  each  village, -and  cinemas  are 
going  to  start  this  year.  Ail  the  employees  and  workers  are  enrolled  in 
an  Aid-Retirement  Fund  Organized  by  the  company.  And  last,  Ithe, 'f  ood  pro¬ 
visioning ‘is  facilitated  by  the  produce  coming  from  the  raising  of  oxen, 
sheep,  cows/  rabbits,  and  goats.  p  •  •*<  -  •  -• 

Recent  insecurity,  as  well  as  the  very  limits -of  the  concession, 
have  certainly  slowed  down  the  activities  of  the  company  during  these  last 
few  years;  the  effects  can  be  noted  in  the  decayed  condition  of  certain  of 
the  structures  and,'  in  particular,  in  the  lidgings  supplied  to  the  employees 
and  workers.  The  introduction  of  Cambodian  coital  into  the  company  is 
going  to  permit  the  rapid  realization  of  an  important  program  to  improve 
the  conditions  of  life.  Several  millions  riels  have  been  reserved  for  this 
purpose  by  the  company's  last  administrative  council.  The  efforts  will  be 
carried  on  at  the  same  time  as  the  realization  of  the  expansion  and  re¬ 
newal  program  which  we  analiae  previously,  in  the  construction  of  new  . 
lodgings  and  a;club,  in  the  improvement  of  the ’"water  distribution,  and  in 
a  better  provision  of  foodstuff s  in  order  to  obtain  an  appreciable  eleva¬ 
tion  in  the5  standard  of  living  of  all  those  who^  living  on  the  plantations 
of  Kratie,  contribute  through  'their  work  not  only  to  the  proper  development 
of  the  company,  but  also  to  the  development  of  heveas  cultivation  in  Cambodia. 


;•  6*  La  Socle te  des  Caoutchoucs  de  Kompong-Thom  (S.C.K.T.)  (19  August  I960) 

The  Soclete  dea  Caoutchoucs  de  Konpong-Thom  (S.CiK.T.)  (Konpong- 
Thom  Rubber  Associatioh)  ■was  formed  25  September  1957*  Headquarters  afe 
at.Abdijan,  13  Boulevard  Roum  (Ivory  Coast). 

■  The  registered  dapitai  now  consists  of  l*l;i*50  Stick  shares  of  face 

value  of  1,500  francs  CFA  (1  Fr.  CFA  -  0.21  riel),  that  is  to  say  61,875*000 
Francs  CFA.  .  j  4  ' 

The  President  of  the  Administrative  Coiincil  is  Honaietr  G.  de  Saporta. 
The  appointed  administrator  is  Mbhsiehr  Qerard  de  LSboulaye* .  ■ 

■  •"  :  The  Company  has  dri  office  in  Prance,  12  rue  Boissy  d’Anglias,  Paris, 

tie,  and  also  a  similar  office  at  Phnom  Penhi  La  Conpagnie  de  Commerce  et 
de  Navigation  d‘ExtfemeK)rient,  217  Vithei  And  Eng,  B.P.  128,,  Tel.  156. 

v  '  The  address  df  the  Company  in  Cambodia  is  Chamcar-Andong,  by  Konpong 
Gharai  ■  ,  .77.,  ■  • v,  : 

The  present  General  Director  of  the  plantations  is  Monsieur  Ernest 
Girard;  he  himself  was  willing  to  greet  us  and  furnish  us  with  the  main 
facts  concerning  the  activities  of  the  company  in  Cambodia.  It  is  known 
that  the  latter  alBo  retains  an  interest  in  the  African  Conpany  of  Heveas 
Plantations  (Societe  Afrioaine  de  Plantations  d*Heveas),  in  the  Ivory  Coast. 

‘  Taking  into  account  the  withdrawal  of  a  certain  area  formerly  under 

concession,  the  Conpany  now  possesses  two  concessions  with  a  total  area 
of  6,500  hectares,  one  of  i*,080  hectares  situated  at  Chamcar  Andong,  and 
the  other  of  3 $$00  hectares  situated  at  Chamcar  Loeu,  the  two  concessions 
being  about  13  kilometers  apart.  It  should  be  indicated  that  of  the  total 
surface  area,  about  1,027  hectares  are  now  well-suited  for  heveas  cultiva¬ 
tion. 

On  31  December  1959,  the  area  planted  in  heveas  ‘amounted  to  3,01*0 
hectares;  1,822  hectares  in  Chamcar  Andong  and  1,218  hectares  in  Chamcar 
Loeu,  of  which  1,708  hectares  are  producing  —  1,1*61  and  21*7  respectively. 
There  are,  in  addition,  10  hectares  of  seed-bed  nursery. 

The  average  age  of  the  planted  heveas  is  relatively  young,  the 
expansions  having  been  carried  out  between  1953  and  1959.  Trees  0-7  years 
old,  involve  some  1,332  hectares,  that  is  to  say  1*1$  of  the  total  planted 
area*  Thus,  taking  into  account  these  expansions,  the  average  age  of  the 
planted  heveas  is  only  15  years;  the  age  goes  to  25  years  if  one  takes  into 
account  only  the  areas  in  production,  that  is  to  say  1,708  hectares. 

The  average  production  level  is  excellent;  in  1959,  1,398  kilos 
was  obtained  on  the  plantation  at  Chamcar  Anding,  and  1,300  on  that  of 
Chamcar  Loeu, 

During  the  last  ten  years  production  has  more  than  doubled.  It  has 
risen  from  1,120  tons  in  1950,  to  1,700  tons  in  1955,  to  2,331  tons  in 
1959*  Estimates  for  the  current  year  are  2,350  tons. 

The  Conpany  carries  on  realization  of  its  expansion  program  of  389 
hectares  in  I960,  and  probably  1*00  hectares  per  year  in  the  following  years, 
until  the  cultiva table,  area3  are  used  Up,  that  is  to  say  about  1965-1966* 

With  the  present  age  of  the  planted  heveas,  no  program,  of  renewal  is  fore- 
rseen  for  several  years.  .  .->7  •: •  " 


It  is  estimated-  that  the  production  of  rubber  on  the  two  plantations 
will  reach  3,lt00  tons  in'  19$-:;>  and  4,000  tons  in  1970*  ■ 

The  company.-  possesses  a  transformation  factory  at?  Sliasapar  Andong, 
with  a  yearly  itiresbihg  capacity  of  2,U00  tons#,  This  capacity  i-dli- soon  . 
be  insufficient,  and  the  coispany  has,  sines  1952,  proposed  'eopatructicn.  of 
a  second  factoid  at  the' Chamcarldeu  plantaticsio  -  -v, ,.vfV 

At  present  the  company’  is  producing  smobsd  sheets  and  ordinary:  crepesj 
:  in  1959  the  production ' was’  1? 7^2  tons  of  smoked  sheets  and  571  tons  of 
crepes#-  /K>/d  V:  •••.,.  dr.--  ' :  ;  *-v  ••  •  ' 

The  electric  energy  comes  from  a  generator  Whose  power. -is  202  KW5 
and  an  anxilliary  motor  >bf  5  HP  4  The  energy  thus  supplied  is  alsp  insuf¬ 
ficient,  apd  the  management  St  this  very  moment  ±3  radertaking  a  'study  of 
the  complete; reorganisation  of  this  power,  the  expenses  foreseen. being  in 
the  order  of  h,100,000  riels  0  r,.  ■  Vvi'-  , 

.•!  v  :  Given  the-  development  of  expansion  and  production ^  the  problem  of 
water  distribution  is  becoming  more  and  more  urgent#  At /present  this  . 
service  Is  assured -by  a  dam  and  pumping  station  situa bed 'pn; the  little 
riber  Taprok,  about  four  kilometers  from  Charasar  Andongd T ’listribution  is 
accomplished  by  canals,  but  the  quality  of  the  water-  colored  red,  and  the 
power  of  its  flow  do. 'not' meet  present  and  future  needs^  ’  Here, .  also,  the 
drilling  and  installation  of  Layne  wells  will  become  absolutely  indispen- 
.  Bible#  ,;V.  .‘S'  \. ..  ■  ■■:'-■  ■  /  v. 

.  The  motor  fleet  is  comprised,  roughly,  of  11  trucks,  6  tractors, 
and  7  pas senger  cars ,  An  iron  works,  mechanical  repair  shop,,  and  carpen¬ 
ter  shop  are  installed  to  assure  the  upkeep  of  this  material,  -A  runway  for 
light  aircraft  exists  at  Chamcar  Andong,  1  '  . 

'V The  supervisory  personnel  include  37  people,  seven  pf  which  are  - 
Europeansj  and  the.  workforce  includes  1,165  tappers  and  workmen#  With 
the  merabers  of  their  families,  the  ppjralatdan  living  on  the,. two  plantations 
amounts  to  2,239  people,  which  can  ba  divided  as  fcllowss  819 men,  3h6 
Women,-  l,07lt  children#  The  tltal  labor  force  includes  some  ,82^  Cambodian, 
16.8#  Vietnamese  and  other  Asiatic  nationalities,  and  1,2$,  Europeans# 

In  the  realm  of  health,  free  medical  care  is  assured  by  • two  nurses 
and  , two  midwives,  and -by  the  weeldy  visits  of  a  French  doctor#;. 

More  than  200  students  attend  three  schools,  the  courses  of  study 
being  given  by  three  teachers#  ~  .  ... 

r’  Football  fields  exist  in  each  village,  and  the  personnel  benefit 
from  an  Assistance  Fund  maintained  by  the  company#  :  : 

The  plantations  of  dhe  company  have  before  them  a  most  promising  • 
future,  but  important  financial  efforts  must  be  continued  without  relent- 
{  ing  in  order  *to  speed  up  t hair  development^,  which  depends  in-  part  on  a 
profound  improvement  of  material  means's  factory,  motor  power,  water  . 

>  ’distribution,  etc# 'i  One  can  moreover  place ’.confidence  in  the  management  of 
-  the  company  to  resolve  the  problems  rapidly;  and,; in  the  best  manner# 
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7*  La  Compagnie  des  Caoutchouc s  de  Mekong  (27  August’  i960)  : 

•  The  Compagnie .des  Caoutchoucs  de  Mekong  (Mekong  Bubber  Company)  was 

.  formed  on  12  January  1927 •  Its  headquarters  is  at  Paris,  282. Boulevard 
.Saint  Germain*  ■  ’•  ■■  •  ^ 

■  •  ..The^RpeSident  of  the  Administrative  Council  is  Monsieur^  4r®iand 
•  Juiien*  L.  .L.---' ;i"  /.  •*  ,  '  '  -:VV ' '  '-•< 

The  registered  capital,  which  was  originally  . 30,000,000  francs,  is 
now  2,070,000  MF. composed  of  59,000  stock  shares  with  a  face  falue  of  30  NF. 

.  The;  Erek  tejlc  Plantation^  formed  ty  the  Compagnie  des  Caoutchoucs 
de  Mekong,  is  situated  in  the  province  of  Kompong^Cham  about  1*0  kilometers 
Upstream.  from  ifils-  t’ljlagi'  on  a  Magnificent  plateau  of  red  earth,  the  well- 
. known  cliffs  whioh  overhang  the  right  bank  of  the  Mekong,  -  doTOStriak  from 
the  Curve  of  KTauohmart.  - :  '>  ;v-  ”  ' 

•  i  Its  addresd  is  :  Erek  kak,  Cambodia.  An  annex  Secretarial  office 
is  set  up  at  Phnom  Penh,  1  Phlauv  Neary  Khlahan#  ■'  ' 

JSince  3^33  the  plantation  has  been  run  by  Monsieur  Paul  Fournier^ 
who  has  ceaselessly /supervised  its  development  from  thb  |irst  Clear  ing  x 
works  in  1927  until , Opr  times  0  It  is,  thanks  to  his  amiability,  that  we 
have  been  able  to  gather  the  following  facts  concerning  the  activities 
of  what  we  shall  call  "his"  plantation*  ••  •  :  •  iL.'h 

In  the  beginning,  between  1927  and  1929,  thriving  heveas  were  planted# 
Prom  1929,  to  reckon  the  progress  of  plant  selection  obtained  in  the  Malay 
Archipelago  and.  Indonesia,  the  Administrative  Council  decided  to  import 
from  these  regions  the  best  slips  at  that  time,  and  to  graft  on  the  spot' 
the  totality  of  the  surfaces  already  planted,  an  operation  which  was  . 
achieved  from  1930  to  .1932,  certainly  holding  back  the,  date  of  exploiting 
the  plants,  but  permitting  the  future  doubling  of  production*  And,,  in 
fact,  production  which  would  have  gone  only  as  high  as  600  kilos  per  hectare 
reached  a  wide-spread  1,300  kilos.  ■  •’•'••••• '• ' 

•  .The  majority  of  other  plantations ,  whether  in  Cambodia  or  in  Vietnam, 

late-comer  to  the  cultivation  of  heveas  in  the  Far  East,  adopted  this  r 
manner  of  .selection,  which  now  places  this  country  far  above  the  others, 
and  makes  Cambodia  first,  from  the  standpoint  of  average  production  per 
hectare#  V 

At  a  time  when  Cambodia  is  deciding  to  embark  on  a  vast  program  of 
expansion  Of  heveas  cultivation,  considering  the  rivalry  of  the  synthetic 
rubbers  it  is  absolutely  essential  and  even  vital  that  the  new  plantations 
be  made  only  with  plant  stock  of  the  first  grade,  thus  assuring  minimum 
future  yields  of  1,500  kilos  per  hectare. 

But  let  us  go  back  to  the  history  of  the  Prek  kak  Plantation,  which 
is  moreover  a  little  like  that  of  all  the  Cambodian  plantations,  while 
rembmbering  the  factors  which  slowed  down  the  works  during  that  long  period. 

From  1931*,  in  effect,  the  Stevenson.  Plan  intervened,  an  international 
agreement  destined  to  raise  the  prices  of  rubber  which  had  fallen  below  the 
oost  price#  In  the  terms  of  this  agreement,  the  producing  and  signatory 
countries  (including  Indo-°hina)  were  forbidden  all  new  expansion. 

In  1939  and  in  19hh>  this  plan  authorized  the  planting  of  only  1# 
of  the  existing  areas. 
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Then 'Cams -the  events  of.  followed  until  #a3y  If $k.  by  a  long 
period  of  insecurity  during  which  the  plantations,  never  abandoned,  were 
still  able  only  to  dtay  in  existence*  '  4, 

However,  in  1952,  the  Administrative  Council  of  the  Cofnpagnie  des 
Caoutchoucs  du  Mekong,  confident  in  the  destiny  of  Cambodia,  decided  to 
perfect  the  value  of  the  concession,  the  program  for  which  had  been  envi¬ 
saged  in  19l£*  ...  : iV!!' "V’’ 

The  Prek  kakplantatioii,  whioh  in'  1952'  covered  2,750  hectares  of 
heveas,  added  after  that  2 * 513  hefctaj’eb  of  expansion,  raising  the  amount 
of  planted  area  to  5*263  hectares^  that.iS|  almost  double* 

Ibis  program  is  bein^  dbntiiidea  this  jrteai1,  and  will  be  finished  in 
1961  due  to  the  Very  limits  of  the  concession,!  The  heveas  will  then  cover 
about  5*800  hectares  of  the  6,319  of  the  concession,  the  remaining  5 00 
hectares  being  occupied  by  installations!  factories,  villages,  the  hos¬ 
pital,  schools,  airstrips,  sports  fields,  roads,  etc* 

”  The  achievement  of  this  important  expansion  program  —  affected 
wholly  by  self-finance  —  has  been  accomplished  only  by  a  minute  adjust¬ 
ment  in  the  use  of  mechanized  agricultural  machines,  particularly  in  the 
undulating  country  where  the  U3e  of  very  delicate  anti-erosion  work  is 
required,  and  where  it  is  nevertheless  essential  not  to'  distrub  the  struc¬ 
ture  of  the  soil*  Precious  lessons  which  will  be  valuable  for  the  adjust¬ 
ment  bf  earth  similar  to  that  in  the  region  of  Ratanakiri  have  been  derived 
'  ftbm  this.  ;’ 

;V':  A  staged  program  of  replanting  the  old  trees  will  be  undertaken 

‘.some  years  from  now,  and  will  at  no  moment  effect  the  production  increase* 

...  Actually,  this  program  is  not  urgent,  the  previous  economy  in  the  tapping 
;  of  the  heveas  still  leaving  the  possibility  of  a  third  exploitation  with 
the' latex  pans  at  normal  height,  which  prolongs  the  tree's  revenue  life 
by-  another  eight  years* 

v  Production,  which  is  at  present  in  the  order  of  3,700  tons,,  or  a 
production  of  1,350  kilos  per  hectare,  will  reach  5,000  tons  in  1970  and 
9*000  tons  in  1980*  Within  the  limits  of  the  present  concession,  the  :* 

.  production  of  the  plantation  of  Prek  kak  will  reach  a  ceiling  of  11,000 
tons  per  year.  ;'"r.  •  ' ':,vv 

The  plantation  has  two  factories  which,  in  traditional  products 
(smoked  sheets  and  crepes)  can  treat  about  5,000  tons  per  year*  The 
-  i  fabrication  of  centirfuged  liquid  latex  and  new  modes  of  fabrication  now 
under  study  will  permit  within  the  framework  of  present  installations  the 
treatment  of  all  the  future  production* 

The  Cehter,  factories,  warehouses  and  diverse  workshops  are  located 
on  the  edge  of  a  river j  it  is  completed  by  a  landing  stage  of  reinforced 
concrete  supporting  a  pumping  station  and  electric  crane* 

Cargoboats  come  there  to  unload  and  to  load  during  six  months  of 
the  year*  From  December  until  May  a  sand  bar  of  little  importance  some 
kilometers  upstream  from  Kompong-Cham  prohibits  even  navigation  by  launches. 
This  requires  trans-shipment  from  which  the  riverside  populations 
upstream  from  this  sand  bar  suffer  aftereffects  through  an  appreciable  in¬ 
crease  in  the  cost  of  living*  ' 
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It  is  certain  that  regular  dredging  of  the  Kompong  Ohaantfratie 
canal  would  considerably  increase  river  traffic  by  draining  In  the  iitost 
economic  fashion  the  riverside  productions  or,  even  relatively. distant, 
some  such  as  those  of  -the  Societe  des  Plantations  de  KratieJ  of  the  Societe 
Khmers  do  .  Plantation  dfHeyeas  (Tapao) ,  to  speak  only  of  rubbery  . ;  i . 

The  watpr  the  central  factory,  as  wail  as  that  of  th® 

houses  which  surround  it,  is  assured  by  the  direct  pumping  of  -  water  frcan 
the  Mekong,  wate,r.  xd*ieh  undergoes  complete  treatments  precipitation  of 
decantationj!  filtration,  and  at  last  chlorination.  The  installation  trdiw 
100  oubic  meters  of  water  an  hour,  .;.  '-.k. 

The  electrical  energy  is  furnished  by  a  power-house  equipped  with 
gas-oil  motors  with  a,  total  power  of  800  07,  The  outfitting .  of  the  Mekong 
from  the  hydraulic  point  of  view  would  find  an  important  use  at  .Prek  kak, 
where  the  necessary  moltor  force  eventually  will  be  at  least  doubled. 

The  labor  force  includes  1,711*  employees  and  worklnfito,.  of which 
7k»90%  are  Cambodian,  21*.6q$  Vietnamese  arid  Other  Asiatic  nationalities, 
and  0,505?  Europeans*  ,  . 

Medical  care  is  provided  free  by  one  French  nodical  assistant,  and 
nine  male  nurses*  the  plantation  has  an  80-bed  hospital'  and  five  infirm¬ 
aries,  There  are  five  schools  and  the  instruction  of  the  children  living 
on  the  concession  is  provided  by  li*  teachers, 

The  particular  situation  of  the  Plantation  of  Prek  kak  on  the  Jjank 
of  the  Mekong  adds  very  special  charm  to  a  visit  of  it.  From  .the  height 
of  the  plateau,  one  enjoys  a  magnificent  panorama,  Without  even  realizing 
it,  one  can  spend  hours  passing  along  $he  very  well-maintained  roads  acces¬ 
sible  to  vehicles,  which  stretph  out  across  more  than  1*00  kilometers  to  the 
very  interior  of  the  plantation.  It  is  a  very  beautiful:  achievement, 

‘  *  ’  .....  ,  y  i  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  •. 

8*  La  Societe  "Plantation  Cambodgienne  de  Cultures  Tropioales11  (2  Sept i I960) 

Cambodian  and  French  techniques  have  been  happily. united  from  the 
time  of  the  formation, .in  the  beginning  of  1953,  of  the  Societe  "Plantation 
Cambodgienne  de  Cultures  Tropioales," 

'The  registered  c apital  of  the  company  is  10,000,000 . riels  j  60#  of 
the,  shareholders  are  Ganhodian  and  h0%  are  French, 

The  Company  exploits  a  concession  of  1,600  hectares  situated  in  the 
region  of  Kompong  Som,  on  a  lightly  rolling  plateau  at  an  average  altitude 
of  60/70  meters.  This  region  benefits  from  a  very  special  rainfall  favor¬ 
able  to  the  growth  of  heveas.  The  first  ground  clearing  was  started  in 
May  1958  and  at  the  end  of  I960  there  will  be  1*0  hectares,  planted  with 
first-choice  stock.  The.  growth  of  trees  is  excellent,  which  allows  one  to 
forecast  even  today  a  satisfying  production. 

The  company  has,  moreover,  undertaken  an  attempt  to  cultivate  coffee 
(1,000  plants)  and  an  attempt  tp  cultivate  oil  palms  (1  hectare) •  These 
.  two  undertakings  are  progressing  veiy  favorably,. 

There  is  no  need  to  insist  an  the  interest  which  the  rCambodian-French 
.  company  offers  for  the  of  Cambodia's  agriculture.  One  can  only 

eongratualte  the  promoters  of  this  enterprise  >felch,:'if  our  information 
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proves  correct,  may  be  busy  starting  a  new  business  of  this  kind# 

>Pl&ntatiqn  of  Prep  Nap  .  '  ' 

'  :(  •  ~.r  \\*siF7:  r .  «•’>-. * ,  •  •  •  ’  •>  ■  •  fV.*J  >  «(i..  -  : ' 

Heap  the  hew  road  of  Sihanouk-Ville,- -before  tttS  .^ahdtion  at 
Reamj -is'  an  bid  lihveas  plantation  the  Prep“»Nop  Plantation.;  ,  with  an  area 
of 'abotrfc  10  fcecthhaS;*  The  heveas,  rather  old,'  are  still  well  preserved^ 
j  since  ’ttbw  they  are  still  producing  some  250  to  300  kilos  of;-  rubber  a  day. 
This  rubber  is  treated  in  a  small  factory  situated  btt  thfe  veiy  plantation* 

J  /.vV X'vt  .  ;  .  ••  ....  v  -  '.K{rt  &  r  •>>* 

»•  Soc  iete1  Rhine  re ''desllaht^tionS  de  Caoutchouc  (S.K.P.O.) 

;'.'ivThis  company,  tjhich  is  rather  an  associatloni.ofsome  tens  of 
Camto&dian  volunteers'  confident  in  heveas  cultivation,  has'a  concession  Of 
U,000  to  i|.;,500  hectares  13  miles  from  Krek,  on  the  road  ffrom  Mimot  to  Chup* 

■  ‘  According  to  information  gathered  on  the^spot,  the  president  of 

this- eiiterpribe  Is  now  Monsieur  Suon  Vat,  and  the  Director  of  the  planta¬ 
tion,  MofisieitrSar:  Im„  Headquarters  are  located  at  Phnom  Penho 

t  'rf.Thfei 'formation  of  the  association  dates  back  toil 95 7,  and  clear¬ 
ing  work- began  in  1958*  At  the  end  of  this  year,  the.  -area  planted  with 
.heVbas  id;!!  :bfe  -in- the  order  of  75  hectares.  It  seems  that  the  association, 
106%  Cambodian,  is  meeting  certain  financial  difficulties  iin  carrying  out 
its  pkbgran  succosefTjlly,  and  its  members  have '  resorted-  to  manual  .labor  ‘to 
suKactot- the  shortage  of  mechanical  means.  This  does  pot  prevent  work  from 
advancing,  though  the  yeai’ly  rate  of  expansion  (for  so  important  a  conces¬ 
sion)  is  far*  from  corresponding  to  the  desire  expressed  by  government 
authorities V  «<•  ..  .  -.•••  ••  -• 

>..-..Sj3n -'orcter  that  this  enterprise  may  continue  its.  efforts,  which  . 
are  worthy  of  the  highest  interest,  and  in  order  that  these  vast  and 
excellent  grounds  for  the  cultivation  of  hevea3  be  put  into  production 
'  rapidly and  in  th’&.most  favorable  conditions,  an  amount  of  new  capital  and 

equipment  saams  to  be  indispensible .  These  4,000  hectares  could  be  planted 
in  effect'  with  first  quality  stock  in  two.  or  three  years  at  the  most,  but 
-  under  ;%he '.pretest  conditions  more  than  a  century  and  d  half  will  be  «ec4s- 
sary  id  obtain  the  same  result.  Here  is  a  problem  which  could  be  resolved 
to  the  satisfaction  Of  all  interested  parties,'  : 

tJ  ..  :  .  nr.  :  r:  \V  •.  *  ..  ■.)’  v,i. 

Project  cf  Ratanakiri  v'-.  v  v  •?.  : 

Ivporuant  work  has  been  undertaken,  within  the  f yapiework  of  the 
Five-Year  Plan,  in  view  of  developing  the  region  cf  Ra..-oakiria  Soma  pros¬ 
pecting  has  -been ’carried  out;,  and  an  initial  area  of  terrain  suitable  for 
heveas  cultivation  has  been  marked  out.  The  creation  of  g  seedbed  and  a 
graft  -garden-  is  in  preparation.  However! -the.  work  is  slowed  down  by  the  ' 
lack  of-'  roads  suitable  for  motor  vehicles,  and  the  construction  of  a  road 
tying  this  magnificent  region  in  .which  rests  Kratie^s-  future  is  becoming 
urgent.v  ilGwever,;  rapid  connections  fare  possible:  because  of  the  installa¬ 
tion  of  a  landing  strip  for  light  airplanes. 


Familial  Plantations 


, .  j>.  Considerable  efforts  have  been  made  for  two  years  for  the  ere  a* 

of  heve®8  Plantations  of  a  type  known  as  "familial;"  notably  by  some 
servants  who  have  responded  with  pleasure  and  confidence  to  the  sue* 
gsstion  of  government  authorities.: ,  ^ 

•  ■  .  '■  ;  apea  of  these  diverse  plantations  varies  fj*cim\l'8.  to  200  *. 
hectares;  they  are  almost  all  situated  on  the  skirts  of  the  great  Frerifeh* 
p  ^a slrssdy  set  up,  thus  profiting  by  technical  exanplek  benevolent 
..  advice,  and  very  often  by  the  free  Supply  of  plants  and  hsvSs  seeds* 

.We  y?r®  ®ble  t0  som0  of  these  Cambodian  enterprises;  they 
f3,1  pr?S!?t  w  Sf”®  appearance,  .  One  df  thek;  for  example, 
edfef .  ?f  the  Prek  kak  Plantations;  can  not  actually  quali¬ 
fy  for  the  title  of  "plantation. «  The  few  heveas  seeds;  among  thebest 
planted,  which  have  germinated  have  produced  young  plants  ' wilting  in  a 
of  -  Wild  plants ;  no  care  has  been  iaken  of  the  dij^tivationi  Seeds 
•l  lers  sown, only  ^  hbfjing  or  in  wishing  that  nature  wOuid  '<ft»'ihe  rtfeti  But* 

„ on  the  other  hand,  we • are  happy  to  point  out  the  excellent  state  of  thS  * 
ott  ®lsei»here*  and  to  cite,  among  others,  the  plantation 
...  ptHed  "Du  i>ouanier,"  situated  near  Krek,  and  that  of  "Mekong  de  Krek.'' 

f  ix"  extends  across  25  hectares j  the  proprietors  have  f  ollowed  the 
r:  advioe  of  those  in  Oharge  of  the  Krek  plantation  (Compagnie  du  Cambodge); 
the  clearing  plantation  work,  and  maintenance  arg  worthy  of  prAAse,  and 
.these  enterprises  can  serve  as  models  for  familiar  plantations.  Their 
{success  is  certain,  but  it  is  still  necessary  that  the  cares  of  mainten- 
ande  be  sustained  during  the  five  or  six  years  until  the  time  of  the  first 
tapping,  •  ;V ;  • 

,  ,  ,  .  Also,  worthy  of  mention  is  a  concession  of  some  h.000  hectares 

pptained  rather  recently  by  a  Cambodian  personality  whose  spirit  of  in- 
™“ive  i!  well-known  throughout  Cambodia.  This  plantation  is  a  neighbor 
th®  Mraot  Plantations.  The  work  allows  the  antici- 

ZLZZjFZ^lZ*  °Z  a*nfJw  OTd  greet  plantation  w&ifth  will  certainly 
exceed  the  rank  of  the  plantations  known  as  ‘'familial." 

#  u  .  AH  together,  one  can  total  up,  then,  some  900-1,000  hectares 
■of  area. planted  with  heveas  at  the  end  of  I960;  this  is  an  excellent  result. 
Let  us  add  at  last  that  following  a  rather  recent  decision,  the  National 
Equiping  Bank  (La  Caisee  National  d ‘Equipment)  is  authorized  to  bring  its 
telp  to  the  development  of  these  new  enterprises;  some  records  shall  actu¬ 
ally  be  organized* 

Conclusion 

The  series  of  articles  published  by  Realites  Cambodgiennes 
concerning  the  cultivation  of  heveas  in  Cambodia  permits  one  to  take  stoUc 
o£  the  important  development  of  this  agricultural  sector  from  1926-1927. 

"tiie  dates  of  the  first  clearing  work;  up  •  tb  our  day.  it  is  also  possible 
to  see  the  production  of  the  near  futui-e;  the  production  of  rubber  should 
rsach  more  than  50,000  tons  per  year  1970,  -as  compared  with  39,29k  tons  in 
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1959.  And  on  its  part,  the  area  planted  with  heveas  will  increase  from 
36,77k  hectares  at  the  end  of  1959  to  more  than  U9,000  hectares  in  the 
next  six  or  seven  years*  During  the  same  period,  the  work  of  renewal  will 
include  some  8,000  hectares® 

It  is  undeniable  that  this  enpansicn  program  is  far  from  being 
negligible,  and  that  its  execution  requires  important  financial  and  mater¬ 
ial.  effort 30  But  it  remains  limited  by  the  very  limitations  of  the  great 
companies  *  concessions*  Moreover,  its  complete  realization  depends  on  the 
favorable  solution  of  several  problems,  notable  of  which  are  manpower  and 
water  distribution* 

However,  the  Cambodian  authoritd.es,  at  the  instigation  of  His 
Royal  Highness  Samdsch  Norodom  Sihanouk,  Chief  of  State,  are  certain  that 
still  more  important  efforts  can  be  undertaken  to  obtain  not  only  an  accel¬ 
eration  of  the  rate  of  expansion  already  foreseen,  but  also  a  growth  of 
the  latter o  The  objective  to  be  reached  would  be  4,000-5,000  hectares  of 
expansion  per  year  for  the  entire  country* 

As  we  have  already  said,  several  projects  established  for  this 
end  are  in  study®  The  choice  of  the  project  able  to  offer  the  most  advan¬ 
tages  is  difficult,  given  the  importance  which  we  now  knew  of  the  diverse 
aspects  of  the  problem.  We  are,  however,  certain  that  a  complete  under¬ 
standing  shall  corns  about  soon  between  parties  concerned  and  that  the  indis- 
pensible  union  of  the  financial  and  technical  means  now  available  will 
permit,  in  normal  and  favorable  conditions,  a  new  rise  in  Cambodia’s  cul¬ 
tivation  of  heveas® 

10,069  -  END  - 
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